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life for what one did in his life.
Witnes this prayer to the Sun - god
:Amon: Amunre

Amunre. who was the first to
be King! The god of the beginning!
IThe vizier of the poor

Amunre judgeth the earth with
his finger. and speaketh to the
heart.Ultimately. the Egyptian
cult of immortality was centered
in the worship of a specific God.
Osirisc who was identified with
the Nile. His sister. Isisc whom he
married. was identified with earth
and fertility. That the Egyptians
believed in a moral judgment of
the soul after death we know from
the Book of the Dead: the most
important surviving piece of their
.Literature
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Hail to thee. great god: Lord of
Truth,Osirisy. I have come to thee.
my Lord: and I am led «hither)y in
order to see the beauty. I ...
committed no sin against people...

have

1 have not done evil in the place of
truth. I knew no wrong. I did no evil
thing.. I caused no one to weep. I
did no murder...
the offerings of the gods. I did not
hold back the water in its time. I

I did not decrease

.did not dam the running water
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The most striking feature of
Ancient Egyptian religion. after
its doctrine of the Pharaoh,s
unlimited power. is its obessive
preoccupation with life after
death. We think immediately of
elaborate tombs and carefully
.mummified bodies

The earlier graves - including
the pyramids themselves - and the
accompanying inscriptions suggest
a complicated concept of body and
soul. The body had a double: called
« kay ,which survived the death of
the body of daily life; the grave.
and the symbolic
statues were all provided for the
sake of this undying «ka». This
is almost a belief in literal not -
dying rather than a belief that
the soul is immortal and that man

the mummy.

has a choice between heaven and
hell. This belief later did take on
moral notions that one would be
rewarded and punished in an after
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